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The United States invaded and occupied Afghanistan on October 7,
2001, just weeks after 9/11. Although the US has pledged to “withdraw”
from the country by the end of 2014, the Afghan government has
delayed signing an agreement about how many, if any, US troops will
remain in the country. According to a September 14 article from Xinhua
news service, a Pakistani official relates that there are currently “over
100,000 U.S. contractors engaged in various security and other related
responsibilities for both Afghanistan and Pakistan,”  and the US intends
to keep 20,000 troops there in nine bases [1]. Although the war has
faded from the headlines due to its longevity, there are ongoing U.S.
airstrikes[2] (including drone strikes[3]), night raids [4], and firefights
which kill both Afghan militants and civilians. Even while Iraq’s
government expelled most US troops from the country in late 2011,
thousands of contractors, diplomats and troops remain in that country
guarding the world’s largest embassy. The US is building smaller
“ diplomatic outposts”  in Afghanistan [5] and plans to change
“Operation Enduring Freedom” into “Operation Resolute Support”
come 2015 [6].

The extent of the US drone strikes in Afghanistan, which increased
from under 300 in 2009-2011 to roughly 450 in 2012 [7], is currently
unknown as the Pentagon stopped publishing the data in March of
this year [8].

The Peace and Justice Works Iraq Affinity Group calls for all US
troops and “contractors”  (whom some would call “mercenaries”) to
come home, and to allow Afghans to determine their own future
without provoking the violence that comes from the perception of
being occupied.

For more information, contact the Peace and Justice Works I raq Affinity Group
at 503-236-3065 or iraq@ pjw.info or check the website at http://www.pjw.info/I raq.html
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