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Peace and Justice WorksIrag Affinity Group callsfor acease-
fireand trueinternational effortsfor diplomatic resolutionin
after Russia sinvasion of Ukraine.

Itisparticularly concerning that theinvol vement of the United
States and NATO could escalate the fighting to include use
of nuclear weapons.

The expanson of NATO since the fal of the Berlin Wall in
1989 hasled to the current situation, asdid the US support for a
coup that overturned thed ected government of Ukrainein2014.

TheMinsk Agreements of 2014-15 called upon the partiesto
de-escalate by creating semi-autonomous regions in eastern
Ukraine, but fighting in the region continued up until the
Russian incursion into Ukraine in February 2022.

It is true that Russia attacked its neighbor country, but it is
alsotruethat the USignored Russia' s concerns about moving
NATO so closeto its borders.

The US attacked and invaded Irag in 2003 without provocation,
and led NATO to conduct asimilar attack on Libyain 2011.

Whileit seems strangeto those unfamiliar with the Situation for
Russid sPresident to accuse Ukraine, whose President isJewish,
of being Nazis, the Ukrainian military has absorbed the Azov
Battdion, awel known neo-Nazi militia, into itsranks.

How can this conflict be brought to a peaceful end?
1- The parties need to agree to an immediate cease-fire.

2- Humanitarian aid needs to be brought in for those lacking
food and medical attention.

3- There should be no more armstransfersto Ukraine, and in
general, no further arming of the combatants.

4- Negotiations between Russia and Ukraine need to
commence, including a plan for independence and security
of both nations.

5- In support of such a cease-fire and peace plan, sanctions
should be lifted. Sanctions mostly harm the ordinary people
and not the governments they are supposed to be directed
toward, and are thus another form of war.

6- The US must stop making proclamations about “weakening
Russia” name-cdlingitspresident, and hinting a regimechange.

7- The US needs to renew diplomatic ties with Russia to
continue downsi zing nuclear and conventional armsstockpiles.

8-No further expansion of NATO. The addition of Finland
and Sweden to NATO in early 2023, the proposal to add
Ukraineitsalf to NATO, and the opening of an officeof NATO
in Japan, acountry that sitsin the Pacific Ocean, to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, are unnecessary escalations.

otestorsin &. Paul, MN call for "No Cold with
Russia" and "No USWeapons for Ukraine"... in
February, 2015 (Fight Back News 2/19/15)

TheUS continuesto conduct warfarein Syriaand Somdlia,
and to support the Saudi side of the conflict in Yemen. The
US has for years bombed those three countries by drone
and conventional aircraft, as it has in Irag, Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Libya with no consequences and little media
attention to whether US actions condtitute war crimes.

More broadly:

— Nations need to redirect their military spending to
addressthe climate crisisand human needs, and al | nuclear
weapons need to be abolished. In the US, this means no
more weapons contracts for arms merchants, and putting
money into COVID relief, infrastructure, housing,
educetion and more. Asof January, 2023, the US had spent
$46.6 billion on military support to Ukraine, 14 timesmore
than the next highest recipient, Isragl (Council on Foreign
Relations, February 22, 2023). Thisis equivalent to 17%
of the US' bloated $817 billion military budget.

—Thestructure of the United Nations, which allowsthe
five countries which won World War |l to maintain
permanent seats and veto power inthe Security Council ,
needs to be revised. While Russia can veto any
condemnation of their actions, the United States hasthe
same authority and has been able to take actions which
might be considered war crimes.

—The US should join the International Crimina Court,
which it signed onto under Bill Clinton but “un-signed”
under George W. Bush. Russia, which left in 2016 after
itsinvasion of Crimea, should also rejoin.

ThelragAffinity Groupisin solidarity with al the people
working for peace both in Russia and in Ukraine. We
can make adifference by demanding changesto our own
government’s policies.
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